Mr. Smith Goes to Washington
Movie Guide

Characters:

Senator Sam Foley – died, left a vacant seat

Herbert “Happy” Hopper – Governor from the state

Joseph “Joe” Paine – Senior Senator from the state

James “Jim” Taylor – Boss of the political machine

Jefferson Smith – Head of the Boy Rangers, soon to be junior senator

“Diz” Moore – Reporter

Ms. Clarice Saunders – Senator Smith’s secretary

Vocabulary:

Political Machine:  term used to describe a political party that has become extremely powerful and capable of controlling people in office who they help get elected.  Machines are usually run by influential, ‘behind the scenes’ bosses.

Graft: when someone in political office or power received illegal money by using his office or power to benefit him or her selves or a political machine

Resolution: measure dealing with a matter in one house, does not have the force of law or require a Presidential signature

Quorum: the least number of members to be present to conduct business, a majority

Filibuster: various tactics, usually trying to talk a bill to death, by preventing a Senate vote

Answer the following questions while watching the movie.

1. When a Senator dies, who chooses his replacement until the next election?

2. Who does the political boss, James Taylor, want to appoint and why?

3. Who do the people’s committees want to appoint and why?

4. Who do the Governor’s children want for Senator?

5. How does the Governor decide whom to appoint?

6. What was Mr. Smith’s promise to the people of his state?  

7. What was Mr. Smith’s reaction when he first saw the Capitol Building?  Why do you think he had the reaction he did?

8. What did Mr. Smith do for the 5 hours he was missing?

9. What did the press corps do to Mr. Smith?  Why?

10. What is placed on every Senator’s desk each session?

11. What did Mr. Smith have to do before being considered a member of the Senate?

12. By making him a stooge, what do the press make Mr. Smith realize?

13. What does Saunders state is the first step in the proposal of a bill?
14. What is a steering committee?

15. What does Mr. Smith say is the purpose of his bill?

16. Why did Senator Paine need to get Mr. Smith away from they senate?

17. Why does Saunders tell Mr. Smith to go home?

18. What does political boss, Jim Taylor, offer Mr. Smith in exchange for his vote?

19. What evidence did Senator Paine say he had that proved Mr. Smith was not worthy of being a Senator?

20. What kind of committee was called to investigate the charges?

21. What does it mean to yield the floor?

22. What did Mr. Smith do to block the bill?

23. What are the rules of filibustering?

24. What do the people and the boys of Smith’s state try to do to help him?

25. How did the filibuster end?

