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Critical Viewing Questions 

Directions: Answer the following questions as you view the movie.  More than one section of the film may apply to a particular question, so go back and forth as needed to provide complete answers.  Viewing guide due the day we finish the movie.

1. Look carefully at the opening credits. List the various images you see.

2. What do the images in the opening credits suggest? What messages are you EXPECTING from this film, based on the way it opens? What opinion of government do you expect this film to present?

3. What do the first few scenes tell you about the lives that politicians lead?

4. What do the first few scenes tell you about President Bill Mitchell?
5. What is Dave Kovic’s main job?  What does he do as a side job?

6. Who is Duane Stevenson?  What is his job?

7. What does the federal government hire Dave Kovic to do?

8. What does President Mitchell say when he first meets Kovic?
9. As White House Chief of Staff, what is Bob Alexander’s job?

10. What is the job of White House Communications Director Alan Reed?

11. What happens to President Mitchell?

12. Why does Reed say that they need to call the vice-president?  (THINK: 25th Amendment!)
13. Why does Alexander not want to call the vice-president?

14. What plan does Alexander propose to cover-up the president’s stroke?

15. Kovic throws out the ceremonial first pitch at an Orioles baseball game while acting as President Mitchell.  What ROLE of the president is this illustrating?

16. Why was the first lady upset that the president vetoed the Works Bill?
17. What does Alexander tell Kovic he needs to do if he wants to save the Works Bill?

18. What does OMB stand for?  What is the job of the OMB?

19. In the movie, Kovic is able to cut $650 million off the federal budget.  Do you think that would be possible in real-life?  Why or why not?

20. How does the first lady discover that Kovic has been impersonating the president?

21. Why does she allow him to continue acting as President Mitchell?

22. What program does Kovic announce that he wants to begin during the press conference?

23. Describe the accusations that the Alexander makes about President Mitchell and Vice-President Nance.

24. What does Kovic call to address these accusations?

25. How do Kovic and President Mitchell pull the final “switcheroo”? 
26. Who comes to visit Kovic at the end of the movie?

27. What is your reaction to this movie?  Do you think that this would be possible in real-life?  Why or why not? 
